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It is not uncommon to hear states and their leaders criticized for "mixing oil and politics." The U.S.-led Iraq
War was criticized as a "war for oil." When energy exporters overtly use energy as a tool to promote their
foreign policy goals, Europe and the United States regularly decry the use of energy as a "weapon" rather
than accept it as a standard and legitimate tool of diplomacy.

In Energy Politics, Brenda Shaffer argues that energy and politics are intrinsically linked. Modern life—from
production of goods, to means of travel and entertainment, to methods of waging war—is heavily dependent
on access to energy. A country's ability to acquire and use energy supplies crucially determines the state of
its economy, its national security, and the quality and sustainability of its environment. Energy supply can
serve as a basis for regional cooperation, but at the same time can serve as a source of conflict among energy
seekers and between producers and consumers.

Shaffer provides a broad introduction to the ways in which energy affects domestic and regional political
developments and foreign policy. While previous scholarship has focused primarily on the politics
surrounding oil, Shaffer broadens her scope to include the increasingly important role of natural gas and
alternative energy sources as well as emerging concerns such as climate change, the global energy divide,
and the coordinated international policy-making required to combat them. Energy Politics concludes with
examinations of how politics and energy interact in six of the world's largest producers and consumers of
energy: Russia, Europe, the United States, China, Iran, and Saudi Arabia.
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From reader reviews:

Melissa Hopkins:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this Energy Politics book as basic and
daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Latosha Page:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to be
read. Energy Politics can be your answer since it can be read by you who have those short extra time
problems.

Lynn Bailey:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Energy Politics which is having
the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Vickie Duke:

This Energy Politics is completely new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information
because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or
perhaps you who still having little digest in reading this Energy Politics can be the light food in your case
because the information inside this specific book is easy to get through anyone. These books produce itself in
the form that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in
book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a
publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So
, don't miss the item! Just read this e-book kind for your better life as well as knowledge.
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