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Populated by characters as frank as their midwestern settings, What You’ve Been Missing, Janet
Desaulniers’s debut collection, explores the unsettling moments when ordinary life ceases to exist. Parents,
confused by their five-year-old’s refusal to sit up in her chair, lift her blouse to find she’s been beaten. A
woman returns from a shopping trip just in time to see her husband kissing a young co-worker. A young
husband constructs an elaborate and romanticized version of his new marriage and then ruins it in one
gesture. These singular moments propel each person on a journey beyond the realm of everyday existence.

Vividly portraying the possible horrors and detours that can mark anyone’s life, Desaulniers beautifully
captures the vast and often conflicting emotions that humans endure at times of loss and sorrow—loneliness,
pain, desperation, desire. Yet this balletic push and pull of emotions will challenge, wound, and ultimately
enlighten her characters, transporting them to a place beyond individual sorrow.

At times unbearably heartbreaking, What You’ve Been Missing is not just another set of stories about bad
things happening to good people. At its heart, this award-winning collection is about people continuing to
talk—rather than shutting down—as bad things happen to them. As the recently divorced Liza thinks in “The
Good Fight”: “Words do ease us. They comfort us. Maybe they protect us in a way, rescue us from the agony
of what our bodies feel.”
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From reader reviews:

Peter Holmes:

This What You've Been Missing (Iowa Short Fiction Award) tend to be reliable for you who want to be
considered a successful person, why. The main reason of this What You've Been Missing (Iowa Short
Fiction Award) can be one of many great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple
reading through food but feed anyone with information that might be will shock your preceding knowledge.
This book is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in the e-book
and printed ones. Beside that this What You've Been Missing (Iowa Short Fiction Award) giving you an
enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we realize
it useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Brandon Adams:

What You've Been Missing (Iowa Short Fiction Award) can be one of your beginner books that are good
idea. We all recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The
copy writer giving his/her effort to set every word into delight arrangement in writing What You've Been
Missing (Iowa Short Fiction Award) but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest along
with based confirm resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information may
drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.

Beulah Scherr:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this What You've Been Missing (Iowa
Short Fiction Award) book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that may
be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism What You've Been Missing
(Iowa Short Fiction Award) as good book but not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one
guide that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this
kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet
another sixth sense.

Beth Sanders:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like What You've Been
Missing (Iowa Short Fiction Award) which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.
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