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Roger A. Crockett's comprehensive overview of Friedrich Durrenmatt's dramatic and narrative oeuvre
reveals the international importance of one of Switzerland's most talented and scandalous playwrights.
Durrenmatt gained fame beyond the Swiss borders in the early 1950s with the serialized detective novel "The
Judge and His Hangman" and a series of radio dramas. His worldwide acclaim, however, rests largely on two
dramas that have been canonized and anthologized as 20th-century classics of the world stage: "The Visit"
(1956) and "The Physicist" (1962). In "Understanding Friedrich Durrenmatt", Crockett treats the acclaimed
masterworks as well as the failures, following Durrenmatt's conviction that the latter are often as revealing
about an author as the former. In addition to his thorough appraisal of Durrenmatt's dramatic canon, Crockett
also provides careful readings of the dramatist's prose works. This introductory volume explores the
playwright's chaotic universe, where God has retreated beyond the stars and where blind change is the real
prime mover, justice is corruptible, ideologies useless and tragedy no longer possible. Yet despite the
overriding pessimism of Durrenmatt's "Weltanschauung", the author argues that the playwright remains a
genial master of comedy. Through the laughter he allows his reader to see that all is not lost, that there are
virtues worth fighting for, and that there are still courageous Don Quixotes worthy of the title "hero".
Crockett contends that as a theorist of the modern German stage, Durrenmatt stands toe to toe with Bertolt
Brecht.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Oberlin:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed
Understanding Friedrich Durrenmatt (Understanding Modern European and Latin American Literature)?
Maybe it is being best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with your
favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have other
opinion?

Melissa Peterson:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get
a lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could
share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of
them is this Understanding Friedrich Durrenmatt (Understanding Modern European and Latin American
Literature).

Terrie Anderson:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This Understanding Friedrich
Durrenmatt (Understanding Modern European and Latin American Literature) is simple to create you can
read it in the area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have much space to bring the printed
book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the particular book in
your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Norma Ochoa:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as can't
see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Understanding Friedrich Durrenmatt (Understanding Modern European
and Latin American Literature) can make you experience more interested to read.
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