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An acclaimed naval historian  tells one of the most inspiring sea stories of World War II: the Japanese
attack on the American oiler USS Neosho and the gutsy crew’s struggle for survival as their slowly
sinking ship drifted—lost, defenseless, and alone—on the treacherous Coral Sea.

In May 1942, Admiral Jack Fletcher’s Task Force 17 closed in for the war’s first major clash with the
Japanese Navy. The Neosho, a vitally important tanker capable of holding more than 140,000 barrels of fuel,
was ordered away from the impending battle. Minimally armed, she was escorted by a destroyer, the Sims.
As the Battle of the Coral Sea raged two hundred miles away, the ships were attacked by Japanese dive
bombers. Both crews fought valiantly, but when the smoke cleared, the Sims had slipped beneath the waves,
and the Neosho was ablaze and listing badly, severely damaged from seven direct hits and a suicide crash.
Scores of sailors were killed or wounded, while hundreds bobbed in shark-infested waters. Fires on board
threatened to spark a fatal explosion, and each passing hour brought the ship closer to sinking. It was the
beginning of a hellish four-day ordeal as the crew struggled to stay alive and keep their ship afloat, while
almost two hundred men in life rafts drifted away without water, food, or shelter. Only four of them would
survive to be rescued after nine days.

Working from eyewitness accounts and declassified documents, Keith offers up vivid portraits of Navy
heroes: the Neosho’s skipper, Captain John Phillips, whose cool, determined leadership earned him a Silver
Star; Lieutenant Commander Wilford Hyman, skipper of the Sims,  who remained on his vessel’s bridge
throughout the attack and made the ultimate sacrifice to try to save his ship; Seaman Jack Rolston, who
pulled oil-soaked survivors out of the water and endured days adrift in an open life raft; and Chief
Watertender Oscar Peterson, whose selflessness saved the lives of innumerable shipmates and earned him a
posthumous Medal of Honor.

A tale of a ship as tough and resilient as its crew, The Ship That Wouldn’t Die captures the indomitable spirit
of the American sailor—and finally brings to the surface one of the great untold sagas of the Pacific War.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Bolden:

The book The Ship That Wouldn't Die: The Saga of the USS Neosho- A World War II Story of Courage and
Survival at Sea can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we
leave a very important thing like a book The Ship That Wouldn't Die: The Saga of the USS Neosho- A
World War II Story of Courage and Survival at Sea? A few of you have a different opinion about book. But
one aim that book can give many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with the book.
Knowledge or information that you take for that, you could give for each other; you can share all of these.
Book The Ship That Wouldn't Die: The Saga of the USS Neosho- A World War II Story of Courage and
Survival at Sea has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem
the enormous world by wide open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Esther Ponce:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you that The Ship That Wouldn't Die:
The Saga of the USS Neosho- A World War II Story of Courage and Survival at Sea book as basic and daily
reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

David Smith:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
loved ones or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can
spent all day long to reading a guide. The book The Ship That Wouldn't Die: The Saga of the USS Neosho-
A World War II Story of Courage and Survival at Sea it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of
people who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have
enough space to create this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a
smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book has high quality.

Jane Pelley:

The Ship That Wouldn't Die: The Saga of the USS Neosho- A World War II Story of Courage and Survival
at Sea can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this
e-book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining
but nevertheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure



arrangement in writing The Ship That Wouldn't Die: The Saga of the USS Neosho- A World War II Story of
Courage and Survival at Sea nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest in
addition to based confirm resource information that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great
information can drawn you into brand new stage of crucial considering.
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