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One woman learned on the eve of her Roman Catholic wedding. One man as he was studying for the
priesthood. Madeleine Albright famously learned from the Washington Post when she was named Secretary
of State.

"What is it like to find out you are not who you thought you were?" asks Barbara Kessel in this compelling
volume, based on interviews with over 160 people who were raised as non-Jews only to learn at some point
in their lives that they are of Jewish descent. With humor, candor, and deep emotion, Kessel's subjects
discuss the emotional upheaval of refashioning their self-image and, for many, coming to terms with
deliberate deception on the part of parents and family. Responses to the discovery of a Jewish heritage
ranged from outright rejection to wholehearted embrace.

For many, Kessel reports, the discovery of Jewish roots confirmed long-held suspicions or even, more
mysteriously, conformed to a long-felt attraction toward Judaism. For some crypto-Jews in the southwest
United States (descendants of Jews who fled the Spanish Inquisition), the only clues to their heritage are
certain practices and traditions handed down through the generations, whose significance may be long since
lost. In Poland and other parts of eastern Europe, many Jews who were adopted as infants to save them from
the Holocaust are now learning of their heritage through the deathbed confessions of their adoptive parents.

The varied responses of these disparate people to a similar experience, presented in their own words, offer
compelling insights into the nature of self-knowledge. Whether they had always suspected or were taken by
surprise, Kessel's respondents report that confirmation of their Jewish heritage affected their sense of self and
of their place in the world in profound ways. Fascinating, poignant, and often very funny, Suddenly Jewish
speaks to crucial issues of identity, selfhood, and spiritual community.
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From reader reviews:

Yael Whitehead:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming
to you is you don't know which you should start with. This Suddenly Jewish: Jews Raised as Gentiles
Discover Their Jewish Roots (Brandeis Series in American Jewish History, Culture, and Life) is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and
wish in this era.

John Sorrells:

This Suddenly Jewish: Jews Raised as Gentiles Discover Their Jewish Roots (Brandeis Series in American
Jewish History, Culture, and Life) are usually reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The
key reason why of this Suddenly Jewish: Jews Raised as Gentiles Discover Their Jewish Roots (Brandeis
Series in American Jewish History, Culture, and Life) can be on the list of great books you must have is
giving you more than just simple studying food but feed anyone with information that perhaps will shock
your earlier knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever
your conditions throughout the e-book and printed types. Beside that this Suddenly Jewish: Jews Raised as
Gentiles Discover Their Jewish Roots (Brandeis Series in American Jewish History, Culture, and Life)
giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we
realize it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Samantha Williams:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Suddenly Jewish: Jews
Raised as Gentiles Discover Their Jewish Roots (Brandeis Series in American Jewish History, Culture, and
Life) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading behavior
all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world a great deal better then how they react
in the direction of the world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky person but
for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your good
habit, you can pick Suddenly Jewish: Jews Raised as Gentiles Discover Their Jewish Roots (Brandeis Series
in American Jewish History, Culture, and Life) become your own personal starter.

Mac Cutter:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you
examine a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what



forms of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, as well as
soon. The Suddenly Jewish: Jews Raised as Gentiles Discover Their Jewish Roots (Brandeis Series in
American Jewish History, Culture, and Life) offer you a new experience in reading a book.
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