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"People of good will wish to see science and religion at peace. . . . I do not see how science and religion
could be unified, or even synthesized, under any common scheme of explanation or analysis; but I also do
not understand why the two enterprises should experience any conflict." So states internationally renowned
evolutionist and bestselling author Stephen Jay Gould in the simple yet profound thesis of his brilliant new
book.

Writing with bracing intelligence and elegant clarity, Gould sheds new light on a dilemma that has plagued
thinking people since the Renaissance. Instead of choosing between science and religion, Gould asks, why
not opt for a golden mean that accords dignity and distinction to each realm?

At the heart of Gould's penetrating argument is a lucid, contemporary principle he calls NOMA (for
nonoverlapping magisteria)--a "blessedly simple and entirely conventional resolution" that allows science
and religion to coexist peacefully in a position of respectful noninterference. Science defines the natural
world; religion, our moral world, in recognition of their separate spheres of influence.

In elaborating and exploring this thought-provoking concept, Gould delves into the history of science,
sketching affecting portraits of scientists and moral leaders wrestling with matters of faith and reason. Stories
of seminal figures such as Galileo, Darwin, and Thomas Henry Huxley make vivid his argument that
individuals and cultures must cultivate both a life of the spirit and a life of rational inquiry in order to
experience the fullness of being human.

In his bestselling books Wonderful Life, The Mismeasure of Man, and Questioning the Millennium, Gould
has written on the abundance of marvels in human history and the natural world. In Rocks of Ages, Gould's
passionate humanism, ethical discernment, and erudition are fused to create a dazzling gem of contemporary
cultural philosophy. As the world's preeminent Darwinian theorist writes, "I believe, with all my heart, in a
respectful, even loving concordat between . . . science and religion."

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Jeremiah Burroughs:

The experience that you get from Rocks of Ages: Science and Religion in the Fullness of Life is a more deep
you looking the information that hide within the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to understand but Rocks of Ages: Science and Religion in the Fullness of Life
giving you thrill feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by
means of anyone who read it because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This particular book
also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go to you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this specific Rocks of Ages: Science
and Religion in the Fullness of Life instantly.

Cynthia Richards:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be consider while those
information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously which one is
acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource then
you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not
happen with you if you take Rocks of Ages: Science and Religion in the Fullness of Life as the daily
resource information.

Jeanne Newman:

Beside this Rocks of Ages: Science and Religion in the Fullness of Life in your phone, it may give you a
way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you can got here is
fresh from oven so don't become worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow community. It is good
thing to have Rocks of Ages: Science and Religion in the Fullness of Life because this book offers to your
account readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh
come on, that will not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be
questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book as
well as read it from at this point!

William Ochoa:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social media.
You can choose the top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
known as of book Rocks of Ages: Science and Religion in the Fullness of Life. You can include your
knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you
happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one spot to other
place.
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