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From Victorian anxieties about syphilis to the current hysteria over herpes and AIDS, the history of venereal
disease in America forces us to examine social attitudes as well as purely medical concerns. In No Magic
Bullet, Allan M. Brandt recounts the various medical, military, and public health responses that have arisen
over the years--a broad spectrum that ranges from the incarceration of prostitutes during World War I to the
establishment of required premarital blood tests.

Brandt demonstrates that Americans' concerns about venereal disease have centered around a set of social
and cultural values related to sexuality, gender, ethnicity, and class. At the heart of our efforts to combat
these infections, he argues, has been the tendency to view venereal disease as both a punishment for sexual
misconduct and an index of social decay. This tension between medical and moral approaches has
significantly impeded efforts to develop "magic bullets"--drugs that would rid us of the disease--as well as
effective policies for controlling the infections' spread.
In the paper edition of No Magic Bullet, Brandt adds to his perceptive commentary on the relationship
between medical science and cultural values a new chapter on AIDS. Analyzing this latest outbreak in the
context of our previous attitudes toward sexually transmitted diseases, he hopes to provide the insights
needed to guide us to the policies that will best combat the disease.
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From reader reviews:

Micah Stahlman:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic in the park.
They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill your
current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to attempt
look for book, may be the e-book untitled No Magic Bullet: A Social History of Venereal Disease in the
United States Since 1880 (Oxford Paperbacks) can be good book to read. May be it can be best activity to
you.

Linda Hupp:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book entitled
No Magic Bullet: A Social History of Venereal Disease in the United States Since 1880 (Oxford Paperbacks)
your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe not known for
but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a book then become one contact form
conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get ahead of. The No Magic Bullet: A Social History of
Venereal Disease in the United States Since 1880 (Oxford Paperbacks) giving you an additional experience
more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful details for your better life within this era. So now
let us teach you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are
finished reading through it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time
activity?

Nancy Jones:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this No Magic Bullet: A Social History of
Venereal Disease in the United States Since 1880 (Oxford Paperbacks) publication written by well-known
writer who knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who read the book. Written
within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your
hunger then you still hesitation No Magic Bullet: A Social History of Venereal Disease in the United States
Since 1880 (Oxford Paperbacks) as good book not merely by the cover but also with the content. This is one
guide that can break don't judge book by its include, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick
this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to
another sixth sense.

Jason Norfleet:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you should do is just



spending your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list of books in the top listing
in your reading list is actually No Magic Bullet: A Social History of Venereal Disease in the United States
Since 1880 (Oxford Paperbacks). This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you
closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking way up and review this reserve you can get many
advantages.
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