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The captivating story of thetitans, engineers, and pilots who raced to design a safe and lucrative
passenger jet.

In Jet Age, journalist Sam Howe Verhovek explores the advent of the first generation of jet airliners and the
people who designed, built, and flew them. The path to jet travel was triumphal and amazingly rapid-less
than fifty years after the Wright Brothers first flight at Kitty Hawk, Great Britain led the world with the first
commercia jet plane service. Y et the pioneering British Comet was cursed with a tragic, mysterious flaw,
and an upstart Seattle company put a new competitor in the sky: the Boeing 707 Jet Stratoliner. Jet Age
vividly recreates the race between two nations, two global airlines, and two rival teams of brilliant engineers
for bragging rights to the first jet service across the Atlantic Ocean in 1958.

At the center of this story are great minds and courageous souls, including Sir Geoffrey de Havilland, who
spearheaded the devel opment of the Comet, even as two of his sonslost their lives flying earlier models of
hisaircraft; Sir Arnold Hall, the brilliant British aerodynamicist tasked with uncovering the Comet's fatal
flaw; Bill Allen, Boeing's deceptively mild-mannered president; and Alvin "Tex" Johnston, Boeing's
swashbuckling but supremely skilled test pilot. The extraordinary airplanes themselves emerge as characters
in the drama. Asthe Comet and the Boeing 707 go head-to-head, flying twice as fast and high as the
propeller planes that preceded them, the book captures the electrifying spirit of an era: the Jet Age.

In the spirit of Stephen Ambrose's Nothing Like It in the World, Verhovek's Jet Age offers a gorgeous
rendering of an exciting age and fascinating technology that permanently changed our conception of distance
and time, of atriumph of engineering and design, and of a company that took a huge gamble and won.
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From reader reviews:
Joshua Bush:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now could be
taking seriously which oneis appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you
have the unstable resource then you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Jet Age: The Comet, the 707, and the Race to
Shrink the World as your daily resource information.

Tom Johnson:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Jet Age: The Comet, the 707, and the Raceto
Shrink the World reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that can be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
writing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still doubt Jet Age: The Comet, the 707, and
the Race to Shrink the World as good book but not only by the cover but also by content. Thisis one book
that can break don't judge book by itsinclude, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick thiskind
of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth
sense.

Willie Grajeda:

In this eraglobalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The fithess of the world makes the information much easier
to share. You can find alot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and
soon. Y ou can observe that now, alot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for your requirementsis Jet Age: The Comet, the 707, and the Race to Shrink the World this
guide consist alot of the information of the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented
just how can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer require to explain it is easy to
understand. The writer made some research when he makes this book. Here is why this book suited all of
you.

Clarence Cavins:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. Y ou can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled
update of news. On this modern eralike today, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or



just searching for the Jet Age: The Comet, the 707, and the Race to Shrink the World when you essential it?
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