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"What has cast such a shadow upon you?"
"The Negro."

With its intense mix of mystery, adventure, and a surprise ending, Benito Cereno at first seems merely a
provocative example from the genre Herman Melville created with his early best-selling novels of the sea.
However, most Melville scholars consider it his most sophisticated work, and many, such as novelist Ralph
Ellison, have hailed it as the most piercing look at slavery in all of American literature.

Based on a real life incident—the character names remain unchanged—Benito Cereno tells what happens
when an American merchant ship comes upon a mysterious Spanish ship where the nearly all-black crew and
their white captain are starving and yet hostile to offers of help. Melville's most focused political work, it is
rife with allusions (a ship named after Santo Domingo, site of the slave revolt led by Toussaint L'Ouverture),
analogies (does the good-hearted yet obtuse American captain refer to the American character itself?), and
mirroring images that deepen our reflections on human oppression and its resultant depravities.

It is, in short, a multi-layered masterpiece that rewards repeated readings, and deepens our appreciation of
Melville's genius.

The Art of The Novella Series

Too short to be a novel, too long to be a short story, the novella is generally unrecognized by academics and
publishers. Nonetheless, it is a form beloved and practiced by literature's greatest writers. In the Art Of The
Novella series, Melville House celebrates this renegade art form and its practitioners with titles that are, in
many instances, presented in book form for the first time.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

Phillip Ruiz:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy read
one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the Benito Cereno (The Art of the
Novella) is kind of book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Nancy Samuel:

The reserve with title Benito Cereno (The Art of the Novella) has a lot of information that you can
understand it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This kind of book exist new understanding
the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important
to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you throughout new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Kenneth Roland:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Benito Cereno (The Art of the Novella)
reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which can be understand by
anyone who else read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and producing
skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still hesitation Benito Cereno (The Art of the Novella)
as good book not just by the cover but also through the content. This is one book that can break don't judge
book by its deal with, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your looking at
sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Bradford Padgett:

Beside this kind of Benito Cereno (The Art of the Novella) in your phone, it may give you a way to get
nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh
from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow village. It is good thing to
have Benito Cereno (The Art of the Novella) because this book offers to you personally readable
information. Do you at times have book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not end
up to happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, just like
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book and read it from at this point!
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