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At Home Abroad brings attention to a little known period in the career of America's most notable humorist. It
follows the writer-performer Down Under on a journey through thirty lectures in colonial Australia and New
Zealand.

This appealing book is a daily account of Twain's activities and is based upon his notebooks his letters, and
newspaper reports that appeared both in cities and in the provinces. Shillingsburg offers serious evaluation of
Australasian criticism that appeared in reviews of Twain's performances, in editorials about humor, and in
the critical reception of his last travel book, More Tramps Abroad. She shows this world famous literary man
in his posturing and performing as he delights the audiences Down Under.

She begins with a discussion of Twain's accumulating debt and his bankruptcy in the early nineties, and
provides biographical details during the last fifteen weeks of 1895. The cultural and intellectual context in
which she places this information clarifies Twain's mystifying comments to reporters, the puzzling responses
to some of his jokes, and his unique notebook entries.

She shows that Twain's interest in geography and local history illuminates comments he made in his travel
book. Her discussion of the distinctive political and economic matters in the colonies gives a clue to the
enormously popular reception he received, for on this tour Twain captivated nearly everyone. Not only
glamorous but also the ordinary folk paid their "splendid shilling" to hear him. Looking like a "graven
image," he spun out his seemingly spontaneous yarns.

The questions they asked him reveal how well they knew American literature in 1895 and show their earnest
groping to find their own native literature. Those questions and the articles written from them, in turn, drew
Twain's compliments and demonstrated a mutual respect between the master humorist and his audience.

Shillingsburg shows that ideas on wit and humor were articulated most clearly in interviews in Sydney and
his thoughts on "American" humor were most specifically stated in Auckland. She examines these in context
of the Australasian comments both on Twain's formal and informal speeches.
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From reader reviews:

Clara Lee:

This At Home Abroad: Mark Twain in Australasia are usually reliable for you who want to be described as a
successful person, why. The explanation of this At Home Abroad: Mark Twain in Australasia can be one of
many great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you
actually with information that maybe will shock your prior knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can
bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed versions. Beside
that this At Home Abroad: Mark Twain in Australasia forcing you to have an enormous of experience for
instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day exercise.
So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Brooke Callender:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get lots of
stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have you got when the spare
time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you have read will be At
Home Abroad: Mark Twain in Australasia.

Charles Sizemore:

This At Home Abroad: Mark Twain in Australasia is great publication for you because the content and that is
full of information for you who else always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute.
This specific book reveal it data accurately using great organize word or we can state no rambling sentences
within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides
straight forward sentences but tough core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having At Home
Abroad: Mark Twain in Australasia in your hand like having the world in your arm, data in it is not
ridiculous one. We can say that no book that offer you world within ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide
already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?

Ann Craft:

This At Home Abroad: Mark Twain in Australasia is brand-new way for you who has attention to look for
some information mainly because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you onto it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having small amount of digest in reading this At Home
Abroad: Mark Twain in Australasia can be the light food for you because the information inside that book is
easy to get by anyone. These books build itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-
book form. People who think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the
answer. So there is not any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking



for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book type for your better life and
also knowledge.
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