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Renowned evolutionary biologists Peter and Rosemary Grant have produced landmark studies of the
Galápagos finches first made famous by Charles Darwin. In How and Why Species Multiply, they offered a
complete evolutionary history of Darwin's finches since their origin almost three million years ago. Now, in
their richly illustrated new book, 40 Years of Evolution, the authors turn their attention to events taking place
on a contemporary scale. By continuously tracking finch populations over a period of four decades, they
uncover the causes and consequences of significant events leading to evolutionary changes in species.

The authors used a vast and unparalleled range of ecological, behavioral, and genetic data--including song
recordings, DNA analyses, and feeding and breeding behavior--to measure changes in finch populations on
the small island of Daphne Major in the Galápagos archipelago. They find that natural selection happens
repeatedly, that finches hybridize and exchange genes rarely, and that they compete for scarce food in times
of drought, with the remarkable result that the finch populations today differ significantly in average beak
size and shape from those of forty years ago. The authors' most spectacular discovery is the initiation and
establishment of a new lineage that now behaves as a new species, differing from others in size, song, and
other characteristics. The authors emphasize the immeasurable value of continuous long-term studies of
natural populations and of critical opportunities for detecting and understanding rare but significant events.

By following the fates of finches for several generations, 40 Years of Evolution offers unparalleled insights
into ecological and evolutionary changes in natural environments.
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From reader reviews:

George Hughes:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important for people. The book 40 Years of Evolution: Darwin's Finches on Daphne Major
Island had been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It
is quite advantages for you. The book 40 Years of Evolution: Darwin's Finches on Daphne Major Island is
not only giving you far more new information but also to become your friend when you truly feel bored. You
can spend your spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with all the book 40 Years of
Evolution: Darwin's Finches on Daphne Major Island. You never feel lose out for everything in the event
you read some books.

Joan Davis:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its protect may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside seem likes.
Maybe you answer might be 40 Years of Evolution: Darwin's Finches on Daphne Major Island why because
the excellent cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or
content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up
this book.

Christopher Jaeger:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like 40 Years of
Evolution: Darwin's Finches on Daphne Major Island which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try
out this book? Let's find.

Robert Shaw:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book 40 Years of Evolution: Darwin's Finches on
Daphne Major Island was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book 40 Years of
Evolution: Darwin's Finches on Daphne Major Island has many kinds or category. Start from kids until teens.
For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore
not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose
the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that.
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