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"Millions of people want to know the origin of the words they use. Word columns in daily newspapers and
numerous books attempt to satisfy their curiosity. Word histories are usually digested like pills: the user is
interested in getting well, not in the chemistry of the prescribed medication. Those who send letters to the
Editor also want a straight answer without bothering about how "editors" come by their knowledge.
Therefore, they fail to realize that etymologies are seldom definitive and that the science of etymology is
intensely interesting. Perhaps if someone explained to them that, compared to the drama of words, Hamlet is
a light farce, they might develop a more informed attitude toward philological research and become students
of historical linguistics rather than gullible consumers of journalists' pap."--Anatoly Liberman

Word Origins  is the only guide to the science and process of etymology for the layperson. This funny,
charming, and conversational book not only tells the known origins of hundreds of words, but also shows
how their origins were determined. Liberman, an internationally acclaimed etymologist, takes the reader by
the hand and explains the many ways that English words can be made, and the many ways in which
etymologists try to unearth the origins of words.

Part history, part how-to, and completely entertaining, Word Origins invites readers behind the scenes to
watch an etymologist at work.
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From reader reviews:

Carolyn Bailey:

The book Word Origins ... and How We Know Them: Etymology for Everyone make one feel enjoy for your
spare time. You can use to make your capable more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you
getting pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading through a book Word
Origins ... and How We Know Them: Etymology for Everyone to get your habit, you can get considerably
more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You could
know everything if you like open up and read a e-book Word Origins ... and How We Know Them:
Etymology for Everyone. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other
people. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Tammy Kovar:

The book Word Origins ... and How We Know Them: Etymology for Everyone can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book Word Origins
... and How We Know Them: Etymology for Everyone? Some of you have a different opinion about reserve.
But one aim which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer together
with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for each other; you can share all of
these. Book Word Origins ... and How We Know Them: Etymology for Everyone has simple shape but you
know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open and read a guide.
So it is very wonderful.

Jennifer Buster:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
if those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which one is
acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Word Origins ... and How We Know Them: Etymology for
Everyone as the daily resource information.

Sally Canady:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-
free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want
to consider look for book, may be the book untitled Word Origins ... and How We Know Them: Etymology



for Everyone can be fine book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.
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