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2016 NAACP Image Award Winner

An award-winning journalist reveals a little-known and shameful episode in American history, when an
African man was used as a human zoo exhibit—a shocking story of racial prejudice, science, and tragedy in
the early years of the twentieth century in the tradition of The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks, Devil in the
White City, and Medical Apartheid.

In 1904, Ota Benga, a young Congolese “pygmy”—a person of petite stature—arrived from central Africa
and was featured in an anthropology exhibit at the St. Louis World’s Fair. Two years later, the New York
Zoological Gardens displayed him in its Monkey House, caging the slight 103-pound, 4-foot 11-inch tall
man with an orangutan. The attraction became an international sensation, drawing thousands of New Yorkers
and commanding headlines from across the nation and Europe.

Spectacle explores the circumstances of Ota Benga’s captivity, the international controversy it inspired, and
his efforts to adjust to American life. It also reveals why, decades later, the man most responsible for his
exploitation would be hailed as his friend and savior, while those who truly fought for Ota have been
banished to the shadows of history. Using primary historical documents, Pamela Newkirk traces Ota’s tragic
life, from Africa to St. Louis to New York, and finally to Lynchburg, Virginia, where he lived out the
remainder of his short life.

Illuminating this unimaginable event, Spectacle charts the evolution of science and race relations in New
York City during the early years of the twentieth century, exploring this racially fraught era for Africa-
Americans and the rising tide of political disenfranchisement and social scorn they endured, forty years after
the end of the Civil War. Shocking and compelling Spectacle is a masterful work of social history that raises
difficult questions about racial prejudice and discrimination that continue to haunt us today.
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From reader reviews:

Neil Williams:

This Spectacle: The Astonishing Life of Ota Benga book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is usually information inside this guide
incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get.
This Spectacle: The Astonishing Life of Ota Benga without we realize teach the one who reading it become
critical in considering and analyzing. Don't be worry Spectacle: The Astonishing Life of Ota Benga can
bring when you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it in
your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Spectacle: The Astonishing Life of Ota Benga having fine
arrangement in word and layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Rhonda Hoffman:

This Spectacle: The Astonishing Life of Ota Benga tend to be reliable for you who want to certainly be a
successful person, why. The main reason of this Spectacle: The Astonishing Life of Ota Benga can be among
the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed an
individual with information that might be will shock your earlier knowledge. This book will be handy, you
can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed people. Beside that this
Spectacle: The Astonishing Life of Ota Benga forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich
vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it
and luxuriate in reading.

Cherly Plaster:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's
internal or real their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go
to presently there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring
along with can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself.
As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Spectacle: The Astonishing Life of Ota Benga can make you truly feel
more interested to read.

Georgia Cunningham:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of news. In
this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the Spectacle: The Astonishing Life of Ota Benga when you necessary it?
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