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Indra Levy introduces a new archetype in the study of modern Japanese literature: the "Westernesque femme
fatale," an alluring figure who is ethnically Japanese but evokes the West in her physical appearance,
lifestyle, behavior, and, most important, her use of language. She played conspicuous roles in landmark
works of modern Japanese fiction and theater.

Levy traces the lineage of the Westernesque femme fatale from her first appearance in the vernacularist
fiction of the late 1880s to her development in Naturalist fiction of the mid-1900s and, finally, to her
spectacular embodiment by the modern Japanese actress in the early 1910s with the advent of Naturalist
theater. In all cases the Westernesque femme fatale both attracts and confounds the self-consciously modern
male intellectual through a convention-defying use of language.

What does this sirenlike figure reveal about the central concerns of modern Japanese literature? Levy
proposes that the Westernesque femme fatale be viewed as the hallmark of an intertextual exoticism that
prizes the strange beauty of modern Western writing.

By illuminating the exoticist impulses that gave rise to this archetype, Levy offers a new understanding of
the relationships between vernacular style and translation, original and imitation, and writing and
performance within a cross-cultural context. A seamless blend of narrative, performance, translation, and
gender studies, this work will have a profound impact on the critical discourse on this formative period of
modern Japanese literature.
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From reader reviews:

Jessica Lantigua:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Sirens of the Western Shore:
Westernesque Women and Translation in Modern Japanese Literature, it is possible to enjoy both. It is good
combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout
guys. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Jeffrey Drake:

This Sirens of the Western Shore: Westernesque Women and Translation in Modern Japanese Literature is
great publication for you because the content which is full of information for you who also always deal with
world and get to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it data accurately using great plan
word or we can point out no rambling sentences included. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole
details in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but hard core information with
wonderful delivering sentences. Having Sirens of the Western Shore: Westernesque Women and Translation
in Modern Japanese Literature in your hand like getting the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous just
one. We can say that no guide that offer you world within ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide already do
that. So , this is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?

Beatrice Raybon:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book Sirens of the Western Shore: Westernesque Women and
Translation in Modern Japanese Literature was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we
know that book Sirens of the Western Shore: Westernesque Women and Translation in Modern Japanese
Literature has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private
investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are usually
make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try
to like reading in which.

Bernice Bland:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. By book Sirens of the Western Shore: Westernesque Women and Translation in Modern Japanese
Literature we can consider more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? For being creative person
must like to read a book. Simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt



to change your life by this book Sirens of the Western Shore: Westernesque Women and Translation in
Modern Japanese Literature. You can more pleasing than now.
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