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Childbirth is a quintessential family event that simultaneously holds great promise and runs the risk of
danger. By the late nineteenth century, the birthing room had become a place where the goals of the new
scientific professional could be demonstrated, but where traditional female knowledge was in conflict with
the new ways. Here the choice of attendants and their practices defined gender, ethnicity, class, and the role
of the professional.

Using the methodology of social science theory, particularly quantitative statistical analysis and historical
demography, Charlotte Borst examines the effect of gender, culture, and class on the transition to physician-
attended childbirth. Earlier studies have focused on physician opposition to midwifery, devoting little
attention to the training for and actual practice of midwifery. As a result, until now we knew little about the
actual conditions of the midwife's education and practice.

Catching Babies is the first study to examine the move to physician-attended birth within the context of a
particular community. It focuses on four representative counties in Wisconsin to study both midwives and
physicians within the context of their community. Borst finds that midwives were not pushed out of practice
by elitist or misogynist obstetricians. Instead, their traditional, artisanal skills ceased to be valued by a
society that had come to embrace the model of disinterested, professional science. The community that had
previously hired midwives turned to physicians who shared ethnic and cultural values with the very
midwives they replaced.
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From reader reviews:

Melissa Chandler:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the people
do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Catching
Babies: The Professionalization of Childbirth, 1870-1920, you can tells your family, friends and soon about
yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a book.

Joseph Singleton:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they
will get lot of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we
will say absolutely sure. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading guides. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book you have read
will be Catching Babies: The Professionalization of Childbirth, 1870-1920.

Mark Garcia:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for your requirements is Catching Babies: The Professionalization of Childbirth, 1870-1920
this publication consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This specific book was
represented so why is the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer make usage of to explain it is
easy to understand. Often the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Honestly, that is
why this book suitable all of you.

Jimmy Dolce:

You can obtain this Catching Babies: The Professionalization of Childbirth, 1870-1920 by browse the
bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve problem if you get difficulties
to your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by means of written or printed and also can
you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your local mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about
your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to



choose suitable ways for you.
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