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While Emilio Villa (1914-2003) was referred to as Zeus because of his greatness and Rabelais because of his
mental voracity, for decades his work remained in oblivion, only recently surfacing to reveal him to be one
of the most formidable figures of the Italian Novecento, if not of world culture. His marginalization was in
part self-inflicted, due to his sibylline nature if not to his great erudition, which gave rise to a poetics so
unconventional that few knew what to make of it: a biblicist who composed experimental verse in over ten
different languages, including tongues from Milanese dialect and Italian to French, Portuguese, ancient
Greek, and even Sumerian and Akkadian. As Andrea Zanzotto declared, "From the very beginning, Villa
was so advanced that, even today, his initial writings or graphemes appear ahead of the times and even the
future, suspended between a polymorphous sixth sense and pure non-sense." In merging his background as a
scholar, translator, and philologist of ancient languages with his conception of poetics, Villa creates the
sensation that, when reading his work, we are coming into contact with language at its origins, spoken as if
for the first time, with endless possibilities. Whether penning verse, translating Homer's Odyssey, or writing
on contemporary or primordial art, Villa engages in a paleoization of the present and a modernization of the
past, wherein history is abolished and interpretation suspended, leaving room only for the purely generative
linguistic act, one as potent today as it was eons ago. This volume of Villa's multilingual poetry ranges
across his entire writing life and also includes selections from his translation of the Bible, his writings on
ancient and modern art, and his visual poetry. Presented in English for the very first time, The Selected
Poetry of Emilio Villa also contains material that is rare even to Italian readers. In adhering to the original
notion of poetry as making, Villa acts as the poet-faber in tandem with his readers, creating une niche dans
un niche for them to enter and create within, as if language itself were an eternal and infinite void in which
creation remains an ever possible and continuously new event. * As the universe expands and its galaxies
grow further apart with a speed proportionate to their respective distances, so does the linguistic universe of
Emilio Villa. - Adriano Spatola
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From reader reviews:

Melanie Tuck:

The book The Selected Poetry of Emilio Villa gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You
need to use to make your capable much more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting
strain or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make looking at a book The Selected Poetry
of Emilio Villa for being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own personal capable,
increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open up and
read a guide The Selected Poetry of Emilio Villa. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or
encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Rita Kirby:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need more time
to be learn. The Selected Poetry of Emilio Villa can be your answer since it can be read by you actually who
have those short extra time problems.

Anna Rangel:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This e-book The Selected Poetry of Emilio Villa was filled in relation to science. Spend your
free time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has several feel when they
reading the book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a reserve. In
the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Matthew Hansen:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just seeking the The Selected Poetry of Emilio Villa when you required it?
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