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An intriguing overview of the ways in which science could find evidence for extraterrestrial life

Arewe aonein the universe, or islife auniversal phenomenon? For fifty years, astronomersin SETI
(Search for Extraterrestrial Intelligence) have scanned the universe for intelligent signals, but with no
success. In thisintriguing book, Edward Ashpole explains the probabl e reasons for this and discusses other
avenues of investigation more in line with the nature of science and technology.

The author examines the problems inherent in scanning the universe for radio or optical signalsfrom an alien
intelligence. These include the difficulty of trying to communicate with another species possessing a
completely unknown form of technology and the vast distances that alien communications would have to
travel to reach us.

This leads Ashpole to other ways of finding evidence for extraterrestrial life, given that advanced
civilizations would probably use artificial intelligence for interstellar travel. Our scientists now know how to
detect the presence of life on a planet by observing its spectral lines, so more advanced alien researchers
would have had ample time (about two billion years) to investigate these “ signatures of life” coming from
Earth. Hence, the author argues, alien space probes could exist within our own solar system; there might be
evidence on the erosion-free Moon or on another moon or planet. In fact, afew scientists have

scanned NASA's best photography, looking for evidence of such “alien archaeology.”

In afinal chapter, the author urges an open-minded attitude on the part of scientiststo all credible sources
of information, along with the use of the scientific method to test various hypotheses and weed out the
fantasy factor, which so often interferes with serious attempts to find hard evidence of extraterrestrial
intelligence.

Informative and fascinating, Sgnatures of Life delvesinto atopic that often provokes wild speculation in a
thought-provoking yet scientifically responsible way.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:
Carrie Grogan:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the erathat is always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to you actualy is you don't know which one you should start with. This Signatures of Life: Science Searches
the Universe is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what
you want and want in this era.

Abram Huffman:

Now aday folkswho Living in the erajust where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How people
have to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Signatures of Life:
Science Searches the Universe book because this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Francis Rutland:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get alot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire alot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write
about advantage about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them is this
Signatures of Life: Science Searches the Universe.

Emma Latshaw:

The reserve with title Signatures of Life: Science Searches the Universe has alot of information that you can
find out it. Y ou can get alot of profit after read this book. That book exist new expertise the information that
exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world right now. That isimportant to yo7u to learn how
the improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new era of the globalization. Y ou can read the
e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.
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