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Driven by a passion for music, for excellence, and for fame, violin soloists are immersed from early
childhood in high-pressure competitions, regular public appearances, and arduous daily practice. An in-depth
study of nearly one hundred such children, Producing Excellence illuminates the process these young
violinists undergo to become elite international soloists.
 
A musician and a parent of a young violinist, sociologist Izabela Wagner offers an inside look at how her
young subjects set out on the long road to becoming a soloist. The remarkable research she conducted—at
rehearsals, lessons, and in other educational settings—enabled her to gain deep insight into what
distinguishes these talented prodigies and their training. She notes, for instance, the importance of a family
culture steeped in the values of the musical world. Indeed, more than half of these students come from a
family of professional musicians and were raised in an atmosphere marked by the importance of instrumental
practice, the vitality of music as a vocation, and especially the veneration of famous artists. Wagner also
highlights the highly structured, rigorous training system of identifying, nurturing, and rewarding talent, even
as she underscores the social, economic, and cultural factors that make success in this system possible.
 
Offering an intimate portrait of the students, their parents, and their instructors, Producing Excellence sheds
new light on the development of exceptional musical talent, as well as draw much larger conclusions as to
“producing prodigy” in other competition-prone areas, such as sports, sciences, the professions, and other
arts. Wagner’s insights make this book valuable for academics interested in the study of occupations, and her
clear, lively writing is perfect for general readers curious about the ins and outs of training to be a violin
soloist.
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From reader reviews:

Rolando Gil:

This book untitled Producing Excellence: The Making of Virtuosos to be one of several books which best
seller in this year, this is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily
to buy this kind of book in the book retail store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher with this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smart
phone. So there is no reason for you to past this e-book from your list.

Dorothy Marr:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and family
or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
a book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the entire
day to reading a guide. The book Producing Excellence: The Making of Virtuosos it is extremely good to
read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book.
Should you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore simply to
read this book from a smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book features high quality.

Carrie Wilson:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer is usually Producing Excellence: The Making of Virtuosos why
because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint a person. The
inside or content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you
to pick up this book.

Stanley Hanson:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Producing Excellence: The Making of Virtuosos
was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Producing Excellence: The Making
of Virtuosos has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigator
Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are make you
bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try
to like reading which.
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