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The dramatic opening weeks of the Great War passed into legend long before the conflict ended. The British
Expeditionary Force fought a mesmerizing campaign, outnumbered and outflanked but courageous and
skillful, holding the line against impossible odds, sacrificing themselves to stop the last great German
offensive of 1914. A remarkable story of high hopes and crushing disappointment, the campaign contains
moments of sheer horror and nerve-shattering excitement; pathos and comic relief; occasional cowardice and
much selfless courage--all culminating in the climax of the First Battle of Ypres.

And yet, as Peter Hart shows in this gripping and revisionary look at the war's first year, for too long the
British part in the 1914 campaigns has been veiled in layers of self-congratulatory myth: a tale of poor
unprepared Britain, reliant on the peerless class of her regular soldiers to bolster the rabble of the unreliable
French Army and defeat the teeming hordes of German troops. But the reality of those early months is in fact
far more complex--and ultimately, Hart argues, far more powerful than the standard triumphalist narrative.

Fire and Movement places the British role in 1914 into a proper historical context, incorporating the personal
experiences of the men who were present on the front lines. The British regulars were indeed skillful
soldiers, but as Hart reveals, they also lacked practice in many of the required disciplines of modern warfare,
and the inexperience of officers led to severe mistakes. Hart also provides a more accurate portrait of the
German Army they faced--not the caricature of hordes of automatons, but the reality of a well-trained and
superlatively equipped force that outfought the BEF in the early battles--and allows readers to come to a full
appreciation of the role of the French Army, without whom the Marne never would have been won.

Ultimately Fire and Movement shows the story of the 1914 campaigns to be an epic tale, and one which
needs no embellishment. Through the voices and recollections of the soldiers who were there, Hart strips
away the myth to offer a clear-eyed account of the remarkable early days of the Great War.
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From reader reviews:

Theresa Adams:

This Fire and Movement: The British Expeditionary Force and the Campaign of 1914 book is just not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you read a lot of
information you will get. This kind of Fire and Movement: The British Expeditionary Force and the
Campaign of 1914 without we recognize teach the one who looking at it become critical in thinking and
analyzing. Don't become worry Fire and Movement: The British Expeditionary Force and the Campaign of
1914 can bring whenever you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you
can have it within your lovely laptop even phone. This Fire and Movement: The British Expeditionary Force
and the Campaign of 1914 having fine arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not feel
uninterested in reading.

Vincent Peck:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time to be
examine. Fire and Movement: The British Expeditionary Force and the Campaign of 1914 can be your
answer given it can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.

Phillip Herzog:

The book untitled Fire and Movement: The British Expeditionary Force and the Campaign of 1914 contain a
lot of information on the idea. The writer explains your ex idea with easy method. The language is very
simple to implement all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was
authored by famous author. The author provides you in the new period of literary works. You can read this
book because you can please read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book throughout
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site as well as order it.
Have a nice read.

Valerie Orbison:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Fire and Movement: The British
Expeditionary Force and the Campaign of 1914 is simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the
beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not get much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy
the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Thus there are
a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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