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Encouraged by the medicinal success of quinine, early 19th century scientists hoped strychnine, another
plant alkaloid with remarkable properties, might also become a new weapon against disease. Physicians tried
for over a century, despite growing evidence to the contrary, to treat everything from paralysis to
constipation with it. But strychnine proved only to be disappointingly deadly-relegating its fate almost
entirely to animal control, the dangerous adulteration of foods, and criminal exploits.

The NOTORIOUS and TRUE story of how a POISONOUS alkaloid...

Bitter Nemesis: The Intimate History of Strychnine presents a scholarly and compelling history of this
fascinating chemical substance from its discovery to present times. A renowned editor for the Dictionary of
Natural Products, Dr. John Buckingham fuses his eclectic interests into an extraordinary mix of original
research spanning the realms of history, medicine, literature, chemistry, and forensics.

...Changed the course of HISTORY!

Uncovering details and logistics from the earliest experiments performed in an era when proper scientific
trials for testing new drugs were still in their infancy, the author explores strychnine's trial-and-error
contributions to scientific, medical, and forensic developments. He also investigates historical milestones and
the perception of strychnine in popular culture-including criminal notoriety, accidental misuse, and new
claims of strychnine's benefits that extend through to the present day.

Juxtaposing the real trials, mistrials, and persistent curiosity associated with one of history's most notorious
pharmaceutical failures, Bitter Nemesis offers rare insight into the anarchic, yet inspired landscape, practices,
and legacy of 19th century science.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Howard:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something
that they don't would like do that. You must know how great and important the book Bitter Nemesis: The
Intimate History of Strychnine. All type of book would you see on many resources. You can look for the
internet methods or other social media.

Robert Rooks:

Bitter Nemesis: The Intimate History of Strychnine can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Many
of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information.
The copy writer giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Bitter
Nemesis: The Intimate History of Strychnine yet doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest
and based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can drawn you
into new stage of crucial imagining.

Billy Shaner:

Beside this specific Bitter Nemesis: The Intimate History of Strychnine in your phone, it may give you a way
to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh
from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small town. It is
good thing to have Bitter Nemesis: The Intimate History of Strychnine because this book offers to your
account readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you don't get what it's facts concerning. Oh
come on, that wil happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book as well
as read it from currently!

Chris Robins:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book Bitter Nemesis: The Intimate History of Strychnine
was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Bitter Nemesis: The Intimate History
of Strychnine has many kinds or style. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Detective
Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make
you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and
try to like reading that.
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