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Recent scholarship has challenged the assumption that military commanders during the First World War
were inflexible, backward-looking and unwilling to exploit new technologies. Instead a very different picture
is now emerging of armies desperately looking to a wide range of often untested and immature scientific and
technological innovations to help break the deadlock of the Western Front. Nowhere is this better illustrated
than in the development of tank warfare, which both the British and the French hoped would give them a
decisive edge in their offensives of 1917 and 1918. Whilst the British efforts to develop armoured warfare
have been well chronicled, there has been no academic study in English on the French tank force - the
Artillerie Spéciale - during the Great War. As such, this book provides a welcome new perspective on an
important but much misunderstood area of the war. Such was the scale of the French tanks’ failure in their
first engagement in 1917, it was rumoured that the Artillerie Spéciale was in danger of being disbanded, yet,
by the end of the war it was the world’s largest and most technologically advanced tank force. This work
examines this important facet of the French army’s performance in the First World War, arguing that the AS
fought the war in as intelligent and sensible a manner as was possible, given the immature state of the
technology available. No amount of sound tank doctrine could compensate for the fragility of the material,
for the paucity of battlefield communication equipment and for the lack of tank-infantry training
opportunities. Only by 1918 was the French army equipped with enough reliable tanks, as well as aircraft
and heavy-artillery, to begin to exercise a mastery of the new form of combined-arms warfare. The
successful French armoured effort outlined in this study (including a listing of all the combat engagements of
the French tank service in the Great War) highlights a level of military effectiveness within
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From reader reviews:

Cathleen Read:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to you is you don't know what type you should start with. This The French Army's Tank Force and
Armoured Warfare in the Great War: The Artillerie Spéciale (Routledge Studies in First World War History)
is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want
and want in this era.

Linda Fite:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider when those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take The French Army's Tank Force and Armoured Warfare
in the Great War: The Artillerie Spéciale (Routledge Studies in First World War History) as the daily
resource information.

Brandy Brobst:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting The French Army's Tank
Force and Armoured Warfare in the Great War: The Artillerie Spéciale (Routledge Studies in First World
War History) that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading
routine all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world considerably better then how
they react when it comes to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for the
geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to
start reading as your good habit, you could pick The French Army's Tank Force and Armoured Warfare in
the Great War: The Artillerie Spéciale (Routledge Studies in First World War History) become your current
starter.

Sunny Lopez:

Beside this particular The French Army's Tank Force and Armoured Warfare in the Great War: The
Artillerie Spéciale (Routledge Studies in First World War History) in your phone, it can give you a way to
get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from
oven so don't become worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to



have The French Army's Tank Force and Armoured Warfare in the Great War: The Artillerie Spéciale
(Routledge Studies in First World War History) because this book offers to you personally readable
information. Do you oftentimes have book but you would not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on,
that wil happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable,
including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book and also read it
from at this point!
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