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For the better part of the last half century, the United States has been the World's Police, claiming to defend
ideologies, allies, and our national security through brute force. But is military action always the most
appropriate response? Drawing on his vast experience, from combat in Vietnam to peacekeeping in Somalia,
to war games in Washington, DC and negotiations with former rebels in the Philippines, retired four-star
General Tony Zinni argues that we have a lot of work to do to make the process of going to war—or
not—more clear-eyed and ultimately successful. He examines the relationship between the executive and the
military (including the difference between passive and engaged presidents); the failures of the Joint Chief of
Staff; the challenges of working with the UN, coalition forces, and NATO; the difference between young, on
the ground officers and less savvy senior leaders; the role of special forces and drone warfare; and the
difficult choices that need to be made to create tomorrow's military. Among his provocative points:
* Virtually every recent American military operation follows a disconnected series of actions that lead to
outcomes we never foresaw or intended.
* We need to assign accountability for the political decisions that can make or break a mission.
* Words and ideas are as important to victory in today's conflicts as bullets.
* The cyber "war" is ongoing. Either you must build better tech than the other guy, or you must steal it.
* Our foreign aid budget is pitiful, our State Department, USAID, and the other government agencies that we
critically need to be on a par with our military are underfunded, undermanned, and poorly structured for their
current objectives.From the Oval Office to the battlefield, Before the First Shots Are Fired is a hard-hitting
analysis of the history of America's use of military action and a spirited call for change.
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From reader reviews:

John Moore:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its include
may doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic
as in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer could be Before the First Shots Are Fired: How America
Can Win Or Lose Off The Battlefield why because the wonderful cover that make you consider with regards
to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Molly Maldonado:

You can find this Before the First Shots Are Fired: How America Can Win Or Lose Off The Battlefield by
check out the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve issue if you get
difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only through written or printed but
in addition can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by
your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more
information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are
still revise. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Ruth Vigue:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can choose
the best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is known as of
book Before the First Shots Are Fired: How America Can Win Or Lose Off The Battlefield. You'll be able to
your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make anyone
happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one spot to
other place.

Robert Banks:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen want book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we know those books have many
advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By book Before the
First Shots Are Fired: How America Can Win Or Lose Off The Battlefield we can acquire more advantage.
Don't you to definitely be creative people? Being creative person must like to read a book. Only choose the
best book that suited with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with this book Before the
First Shots Are Fired: How America Can Win Or Lose Off The Battlefield. You can more attractive than
now.
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