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A startling and revelatory examination of Nabokov’s life and works?notably Pale Fire and
Lolita?bringing new insight into one of the twentieth century’s most enigmatic authors

Novelist Vladimir Nabokov witnessed the horrors of his century, escaping Revolutionary Russia then
Germany under Hitler, and fleeing France with his Jewish wife and son just weeks before Paris fell to the
Nazis. He repeatedly faced accusations of turning a blind eye to human suffering to write artful tales of
depravity. But does one of the greatest writers in the English language really deserve the label of amoral
aesthete bestowed on him by so many critics?

Using information from newly-declassified intelligence files and recovered military history, journalist
Andrea Pitzer argues that far from being a proponent of art for art’s sake, Vladimir Nabokov managed to
hide disturbing history in his fiction?history that has gone unnoticed for decades. Nabokov emerges as a kind
of documentary conjurer, spending the most productive decades of his career recording a saga of forgotten
concentration camps and searing bigotry, from World War I to the Gulag and the Holocaust. Lolita
surrenders Humbert Humbert’s secret identity, and reveals a Nabokov appalled by American anti-Semitism.
The lunatic narrator of Pale Fire recalls Russian tragedies that once haunted the world. From Tsarist courts to
Nazi film sets, from CIA front organizations to wartime Casablanca, the story of Nabokov’s family is the
story of his century?and both are woven inextricably into his fiction.
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From reader reviews:

Elaine Davenport:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you will want this The Secret History of Vladimir Nabokov.

Alice Ressler:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is high. In your
case who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of The Secret History of Vladimir Nabokov
book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Kirk Thomas:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction give you lot of
advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book that
improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you read, if you
want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy read one together
with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The The Secret History of Vladimir Nabokov is kind of
book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Sean Rusin:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept The
Secret History of Vladimir Nabokov suitable to you? The particular book was written by renowned writer in
this era. Typically the book untitled The Secret History of Vladimir Nabokovis the one of several books
which everyone read now. This book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this
publication you will enter the new shape that you ever know before. The author explained their idea in the
simple way, therefore all of people can easily to recognise the core of this guide. This book will give you a
great deal of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world on this book.
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