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Independent wrestling promotions were once the norm all across the country. However, with the rise of
World Wrestling Entertainment and the creation of World Championship Wrestling -- out of three Southern
promotions -- the possibility of an independent succeeding grew fainter and fainter. As the nineties began,
independents were looking for creative ways to survive. In the East, several banded together to share cost
and talent; they were known as Eastern Championship Wrestling. Based out of a warehouse in Philadelphia
that stored parade floats and hosted bingo, this promotion seemed doomed to be just one more ninety-day
wonder. When they hired a brash New Yorker, Paul Heyman, he warned Eastern Championship Wrestling
that the job was just temporary. He would come in, shake up a lot of the wrestlers, and then leave. But what
Heyman did redefined professional wrestling in the nineties. What he created was a company that dared to
push the boundaries of sports entertainment. What he created became Extreme Championship Wrestling.

As the person responsible for booking -- who was going to wrestle and who was going to win -- Heyman
dared to break with tradition. Rather than relying on local talent and down-and-out veterans to draw in
crowds, he created new characters and story lines that would appeal to the core wrestling fans: eighteen- to
twenty-four- year-old men. Paul also realized that to persuade them to come, you had to get their interest and
keep it. You had to offer the fans more than just the match. ECW became known for the interview, the shoot.
Heyman got to know each wrestler's style, and in their interviews he would encourage them to speak from
their hearts. When it came to the matches, ECW broke even farther from the mainstream. Tables, ladders,
chairs, barbed wire, and even frying pans were used with abandon. Wrestlers not wanting to be topped put
their bodies on the line, taking ever greater risks, daring to jump, leap, and fall from places never tried
before. ECW matches became the stuff of legend.

Word spread as savvy wrestling fans began talking about the promotion and exchanging tapes. To keep the
buzz building, wrestlers used the age-old trick of taunting the fans, and ECW fans responded in kind. By
including the fans in the shows, ECW attracted a rabid, cult-like following that is still going strong today.

For nearly a decade, ECW redefined professional wrestling with a reckless, brutal, death-defying, and often
bloody style that became synonymous with "hardcore." Through extensive interviews with former ECW
talent and management -- Paul Heyman, Mick Foley, Tazz, Tommy Dreamer, Rob Van Dam, and many
more -- The Rise & Fall of ECW reveals what made this upstart company from Philadelphia great -- and what
ultimately led to its demise.
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From reader reviews:

Bobby Blade:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means
that reserve has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are
reading whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will require this The Rise & Fall of ECW: Extreme Championship Wrestling
(WWE).

Ross Larson:

The book The Rise & Fall of ECW: Extreme Championship Wrestling (WWE) gives you the sense of being
enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to get
your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem using your subject. If you can make
examining a book The Rise & Fall of ECW: Extreme Championship Wrestling (WWE) to be your habit, you
can get considerably more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about
several or all subjects. You could know everything if you like available and read a publication The Rise &
Fall of ECW: Extreme Championship Wrestling (WWE). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
reserve or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

April Hall:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Rise & Fall of ECW: Extreme
Championship Wrestling (WWE) book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the
info in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

John McKeever:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The Rise & Fall of ECW: Extreme
Championship Wrestling (WWE) was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The
Rise & Fall of ECW: Extreme Championship Wrestling (WWE) has many kinds or category. Start from kids
until teens. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there.
So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to
choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading which.
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