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Power, Speed, and Form is the first accessible account of the engineering behind eight breakthrough
innovations that transformed American life from 1876 to 1939--the telephone, electric power, oil refining,
the automobile, the airplane, radio, the long-span steel bridge, and building with reinforced concrete.
Beginning with Thomas Edison's system to generate and distribute electric power, the authors explain the
Bell telephone, the oil refining processes of William Burton and Eugene Houdry, Henry Ford's Model T car
and the response by General Motors, the Wright brothers' airplane, radio innovations from Marconi to
Armstrong, Othmar Ammann's George Washington Bridge, the reinforced concrete structures of John
Eastwood and Anton Tedesko, and in the 1930s, the Chrysler Airflow car and the Douglas DC-3 airplane.

These innovations used simple numerical ideas, which the Billingtons integrate with short narrative accounts
of each breakthrough--a unique and effective way to introduce engineering and how engineers think. The
book shows how the best engineering exemplifies efficiency, economy and, where possible, elegance. With
Power, Speed, and Form, educators, first-year engineering students, liberal arts students, and general readers
now have, for the first time in one volume, an accessible and readable history of engineering achievements
that were vital to America's development and that are still the foundations of modern life.
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From reader reviews:

Leonard Dail:

The book Power, Speed, and Form: Engineers and the Making of the Twentieth Century gives you the sense
of being enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to
become your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with your subject. If you can make
studying a book Power, Speed, and Form: Engineers and the Making of the Twentieth Century to get your
habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a few
or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open up and read a publication Power, Speed, and
Form: Engineers and the Making of the Twentieth Century. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
guide or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Gregory Throop:

The reason why? Because this Power, Speed, and Form: Engineers and the Making of the Twentieth Century
is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will jolt you
with the secret that inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such
incredible way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it.
This book will give you a lot of gains than the other book possess such as help improving your skill and your
critical thinking approach. So , still want to delay having that book? If I had been you I will go to the e-book
store hurriedly.

Marianne Guzman:

Power, Speed, and Form: Engineers and the Making of the Twentieth Century can be one of your basic
books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary
that may increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless
delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing Power, Speed, and Form: Engineers and the Making of the Twentieth Century
although doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource
information that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can drawn you into completely new
stage of crucial thinking.

Violet Iverson:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they get a
half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Power, Speed, and Form: Engineers and the Making
of the Twentieth Century to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading
talent is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study it
and mingle the impression about book and studying especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to



available a book and examine it. Beside that the reserve Power, Speed, and Form: Engineers and the Making
of the Twentieth Century can to be your friend when you're experience alone and confuse in what must
you're doing of the time.
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