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Serge Prokofiev was one of the twentieth century’s most brilliant composers yet is an enigmato historians
and his fans. Why did he leave the West and move to the Soviet Union despite Stalin’s crimes? Why did his
astonishing creativity in the 1930s soon dissolve into afar lessinspiring output in his later years? The
answers can finally be revealed, thanks to Simon Morrison’s unique and unfettered access to the family’s
voluminous papers and his ability to reconstruct the tragic, riveting life of the composer’ swife, Lina.

Morrison’s portrait of the marriage of Linaand Serge Prokofiev isthe story of aremarkable woman who
fought for survival in the face of unbearable betrayal and despair and of the irresistibly talented but
heartlessly self-absorbed musician she married. Born to a Spanish father and Russian mother in Madrid at the
end of the nineteenth century and raised in Brooklyn, Linafell in love with arising-star composer—and
defied convention to be with him, courting public censure. She devoted her life to Serge and to art, training
to be an operatic soprano and following her brilliant husband to Stalin’s Russia. Just as Serge found initial
acclaim—before becoming constricted by the harsh doctrine of socialist-realist music—Linawas at first
accepted and later scorned, ending her singing career. Serge abandoned her and took up with another woman.
Finally, Linawas arrested and shipped off to the gulag in 1948. She would be held in captivity for eight
awful years. Meanwhile, Serge found himself the tool of an evil regime to which he was forced to
accommodate himself.

The contrast between Lina and Serge is one of strength and perseverance versus utter self-absorption, a
remarkable human drama that draws on the forces of art, sacrifice, and the struggle against oppression.
Readers will never forget the tragic drama of Lina slife, and never listen to Serge’s music in quite the same
way again.
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From reader reviews:
Zachary Mason:

In other case, little folks like to read book Linaand Serge: The Love and Wars of Lina Prokofiev. Y ou can
choose the best book if you want reading a book. So long as we know about how isimportant a book Lina
and Serge: The Love and Wars of Lina Prokofiev. Y ou can add information and of course you can around
the world by the book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know everything! From your
country until eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple factor until wonderful thingitis
possible to know that. In this era, we could open a book as well as searching by internet system. It iscalled
e-book. Y ou should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's read.

Arthur McLaurin:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular Lina and Serge: The Love and Wars of
Lina Prokofiev can give you alot of close friends because by you looking at this one book you have point
that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for
you to get success. This book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't learn, by knowing
more than additional make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We should have Linaand
Serge: The Love and Wars of Lina Prokofiev.

Jacob Florence:

Aswe know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By areserve we can
know everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year seemed to
be exactly added. This guide Lina and Serge: The Love and Wars of Lina Prokofiev wasfilled in relation to
science. Spend your extratime to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has
distinct feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit of abook, you can feel enjoy to
read a publication. In the modern eralike at this point, many ways to get book you wanted.

Dianne Janelle

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. By book Linaand Serge: The Love and Wars of Lina Prokofiev we can get more advantage. Don't
one to be creative people? To be creative person must like to read a book. Merely choose the best book that
suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this time book Lina and Serge: The Love
and Wars of Lina Prokofiev. Y ou can more inviting than now.
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