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In Energy at the Crossroads, Vaclav Smil considers the twenty-first century's crucial question: how to
reconcile the modern world's unceasing demand for energy with the absolute necessity to preserve the
integrity of the biosphere. With this book he offers a comprehensive, accessible guide to today's complex
energy issues -- how to think clearly and logically about what is possible and what is desirable in our energy
future.After a century of unprecedented production growth, technical innovation, and expanded
consumption, the world faces a number of critical energy challenges arising from unequal resource
distribution, changing demand patterns, and environmental limitations. The fundamental message of Energy
at the Crossroads is that our dependence on fossil fuels must be reduced not because of any imminent
resource shortages but because the widespread burning of oil, coal, and natural gas damages the biosphere
and presents increasing economic and security problems as the world relies on more expensive supplies and
Middle Eastern crude oil.Smil begins with an overview of the twentieth century's long-term trends and
achievements in energy production. He then discusses energy prices, the real cost of energy, and "energy
linkages" -- the effect energy issues have on the economy, on quality of life, on the environment, and in
wartime. He discusses the pitfalls of forecasting, giving many examples of failed predictions and showing
that unexpected events can disprove complex models. And he examines the pros and cons not only of fossil
fuels but also of alternative fuels such as hydroenergy, biomass energy, wind power, and solar power.
Finally, he considers the future, focusing on what really matters, what works, what is realistic, and which
outcomes are most desirable.
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From reader reviews:

Charline Fendley:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the information
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is this Energy at
the Crossroads: Global Perspectives and Uncertainties (MIT Press).

Rene Pina:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping Energy at the Crossroads: Global
Perspectives and Uncertainties (MIT Press) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply
reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know
world much better then how they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading addiction only
for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to
start reading through as your good habit, you may pick Energy at the Crossroads: Global Perspectives and
Uncertainties (MIT Press) become your own personal starter.

Thelma Brady:

This Energy at the Crossroads: Global Perspectives and Uncertainties (MIT Press) is great e-book for you
because the content that is certainly full of information for you who also always deal with world and also
have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it information accurately using great arrange word or
we can declare no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole details in it.
Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but hard core information with splendid
delivering sentences. Having Energy at the Crossroads: Global Perspectives and Uncertainties (MIT Press) in
your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say
that no publication that offer you world in ten or fifteen minute right but this e-book already do that. So , this
can be good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that will?

Margaret Ochoa:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that



recommended to you personally is Energy at the Crossroads: Global Perspectives and Uncertainties (MIT
Press) this reserve consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This kind of book was
represented how do the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use to explain it is easy to
understand. The actual writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That's why this book
acceptable all of you.
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