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During the first half of the twentieth century, Atlantic City was the nation's most popular middle-class resort-
-the home of the famed Boardwalk, the Miss America Pageant, and the board game Monopoly. By the late
1960s, it had become a symbol of urban decay and blight, compared by journalists to bombed-out Dresden
and war-torn Beirut. Several decades and a dozen casinos later, Atlantic City is again one of America's most
popular tourist spots, with thirty-five million visitors ayear. Y et most stay for a mere six hours, and the
highway has replaced the Boardwalk as the city's most important thoroughfare. Today the city doesn't have a
single movie theater and its one supermarket is avirtual fortress protected by metal detectors and security
guards.

In this wide-ranging book, Bryant Simon does far more than tell a nostalgic tale of Atlantic City's rise, near
death, and reincarnation. He turns the depiction of middle-class vacationers into a revealing discussion of the
boundaries of public spacein urban America. In the past, he argues, the public was never realy about
democracy, but about exclusion. During Atlantic City's heyday, African Americans were kept off the
Boardwalk and away from the beaches. The overly boisterous or improperly dressed were kept out of
theaters and hotel 1obbies by uniformed ushers and police. The creation of Atlantic City asthe "Nation's
Playground” was dependent on keeping undesirables out of view unless they were pushing tourists down the
Boardwalk on rickshaw-like rolling chairs or shimmying in smoky nightclubs.

Desegregation overturned this racia balance in the mid-1960s, making the city's public spaces more open
and demacratic, too open and democratic for many middle-class Americans, who fled to suburbs and
suburban-style resorts like Disneyworld. With the opening of the first casino in 1978, the urban balance once
again shifted, creating twelve separate, heavily guarded, glittering casinos worlds walled off from the
dilapidated houses, boarded-up businesses, and lots razed for redevelopment that never came. Tourists are
deliberately kept away from the city's grim reality and its predominantly poor African American residents.
Despite ten of thousands of buses and cars rolling into every day, gambling has not saved Atlantic City or
returned it to its glory days.

Simon's moving narrative of Atlantic City's past points to the troubling fate of urban Americaand the
nation's cultural trajectory in the twentieth century, with broad implications for those interested in urban
studies, sociology, planning, architecture, and history.
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From reader reviews:
Roger Dupre:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline Boardwalk of
Dreams: Atlantic City and the Fate of Urban America suitable to you? The actual book was written by well-
known writer in this era. The particular book untitled Boardwalk of Dreams: Atlantic City and the Fate of
Urban Americaisasingle of severa books which everyone read now. That book was inspired many people
in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know ahead of. The
author explained their thought in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to understand the core of this
e-book. This book will give you alot of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of
theworld in this particular book.

Ruth Mahan:

The book with title Boardwalk of Dreams: Atlantic City and the Fate of Urban Americaincludes alot of
information that you can find out it. You can get alot of advantage after read this book. This book exist new
know-how the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. Thiskind of book will bring you inside new
era of the syndication. Y ou can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you
want.

Wallace L ong:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Boardwalk of Dreams:. Atlantic City and the Fate of Urban Americayour mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a guide then become one application form conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get ahead of. The Boardwalk of Dreams: Atlantic City and the Fate of
Urban America giving you one more experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful
info for your better life within this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern thisis your body and
mind will be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this
extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Jerry Osbourne;

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usualy prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying Boardwalk of Dreams: Atlantic City and
the Fate of Urban Americathat give your pleasure preference will be satisfied ssimply by reading this book.
Reading behavior al over the world can be said as the method for people to know world agreat deal better
then how they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man
but for all of you who wants to become success person. So, for al of you who want to start looking at as



your good habit, you are able to pick Boardwalk of Dreams: Atlantic City and the Fate of Urban America
become your current starter.
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