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Can a country be a democracy if its government only responds to the preferences of the rich? In an ideal
democracy, all citizens should have equal influence on government policy--but as this book demonstrates,
America's policymakers respond almost exclusively to the preferences of the economically advantaged.
Affluence and Influence definitively explores how political inequality in the United States has evolved over
the last several decades and how this growing disparity has been shaped by interest groups, parties, and
elections.

With sharp analysis and an impressive range of data, Martin Gilens looks at thousands of proposed policy
changes, and the degree of support for each among poor, middle-class, and affluent Americans. His findings
are staggering: when preferences of low- or middle-income Americans diverge from those of the affluent,
there is virtually no relationship between policy outcomes and the desires of less advantaged groups. In
contrast, affluent Americans' preferences exhibit a substantial relationship with policy outcomes whether
their preferences are shared by lower-income groups or not. Gilens shows that representational inequality is
spread widely across different policy domains and time periods. Yet Gilens also shows that under specific
circumstances the preferences of the middle class and, to a lesser extent, the poor, do seem to matter. In
particular, impending elections--especially presidential elections--and an even partisan division in Congress
mitigate representational inequality and boost responsiveness to the preferences of the broader public.

At a time when economic and political inequality in the United States only continues to rise, Affluence and
Influence raises important questions about whether American democracy is truly responding to the needs of
all its citizens.
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From reader reviews:

Marvin Perdue:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Affluence and Influence:
Economic Inequality and Political Power in America will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel
much more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think which open or reading
some sort of book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you in
search of best book or appropriate book with you?

Mike Greene:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider while
those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Affluence and Influence: Economic Inequality and
Political Power in America as the daily resource information.

Lois Araiza:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or even
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or real their
hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that
on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Affluence and Influence: Economic Inequality and Political Power in America can make you
sense more interested to read.

Edward Emory:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by book. Numerous
books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this Affluence and Influence: Economic Inequality
and Political Power in America.
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