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In The State of Southern Illinois: An Illustrated History, Herbert K. Russell offers fresh interpretations of a
number of important aspects of Southern Illinois history. Focusing on the area known as “Egypt,” the region
 south of U.S. Route 50 from Salem south to Cairo, he begins his book with the earliest geologic formations
and  follows Southern Illinois’s history into the twenty-first century. The volume is richly illustrated with
maps and photographs, mostly in color, that highlight the informative and straightforward text.

Perhaps most notable is the author’s use of dozens of heretofore neglected sources to dispel the myth that
Southern Illinois is merely an extension of Dixie. He corrects the popular impressions that slavery was
introduced by early settlers from the South and that a majority of Southern Illinoisans wished to secede.
Furthermore, he presents the first in-depth discussion of twelve pre–Civil War, free black communities
located in the region. He also identifies the roles coal mining, labor violence, gangsters, and the media
played in  establishing the area’s image. He concludes optimistically, unveiling a twenty-first-century
Southern Illinois filled with myriad attractions and opportunities for citizens and tourists alike.

The State of Southern Illinois is the most accurate all-encompassing volume of history on this unique area
that often regards itself as a state within a state. It offers an entirely new perspective on race relations,
provides insightful information on the cultural divide between north and south in Illinois, and pays tribute to
an often neglected and misunderstood region of this multidimensional state, all against a stunning visual
backdrop.

Superior Achievement from the Illinois State Historical Society, 2013
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From reader reviews:

Cheree Kramer:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book The State of Southern Illinois: An Illustrated
History (Shawnee Books). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we
know about how is important the book The State of Southern Illinois: An Illustrated History (Shawnee
Books). You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right,
due to the fact from book you can understand everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will
be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we are able to open a
book or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored to go to the
library. Let's learn.

Larry Gregg:

The reason why? Because this The State of Southern Illinois: An Illustrated History (Shawnee Books) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will surprise you
with the secret the item inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in
such awesome way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still
convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to
regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book get such as help
improving your ability and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to delay having that book? If I
were being you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Harvey Sanchez:

The State of Southern Illinois: An Illustrated History (Shawnee Books) can be one of your nice books that
are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that could
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information.
The article writer giving his/her effort to set every word into delight arrangement in writing The State of
Southern Illinois: An Illustrated History (Shawnee Books) yet doesn't forget the main place, giving the
reader the hottest and based confirm resource details that maybe you can be among it. This great information
can easily drawn you into fresh stage of crucial contemplating.

Georgia Cunningham:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The State of Southern Illinois: An
Illustrated History (Shawnee Books) which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's notice.
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