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Documents the rich history of Italian American working women in Connecticut, including the crucial role
they played in union organizing.

Often treated as background figures throughout their history, Italian women of the lower and working classes
have always struggled and toiled alongside men, and this did not change following emigration to America.
Through numerous oral history narratives, Farms, Factories, and Families documents the rich history of
Italian American working women in Connecticut. As farming women, they could keep up with any man. As
entrepreneurs, they started successful businesses. They joined men on production lines in Connecticut’s
factories and sweatshops, and through the strength of the neighborhood networks they created, they played a
crucial role in union organizing. Empowered as foreladies, union officials, and shop stewards, they saved
money for future generations of Italian American women to attend college and achieve dreams they
themselves could never realize.

The book opens with the voices of elderly Italian American women, who reconstruct daily life in Italy’s
southern regions at the turn of the twentieth century. Raised to be caretakers and nurturers of families, these
women lived by the culturally claustrophobic dictates of a patriarchal society that offered them few choices.
The storytellers of Farms, Factories, and Families reveal the trajectories of immigrant women who arrived
in Connecticut with more than dowries in their steam trunks: the ability to face adversity with quiet inner
strength, the stamina to work tirelessly from dawn to dusk, the skill to manage the family economy, and
adherence to moral principles rooted in the southern Italian code of behavior. Second- and third-generation
Italian American women who attended college and achieved professional careers on the wings of their
Italian-born mothers and grandmothers have not forgotten their legacy, and though Italian American
immigrant women lived by a script they did not write, Farms, Factories, and Families gives them the
opportunity to tell their own stories, in their own words.

Anthony V. Riccio is Stacks Manager at the Sterling Memorial Library at Yale University. He is the author
of The Italian American Experience in New Haven: Images and Oral Histories and Boston’s North End:
Images and Recollections of an Italian-American Neighborhood, and the coauthor, with Silvio Suppa, of
Cooking with Chef Silvio: Stories and Authentic Recipes from Campania¸ also published by SUNY Press.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Davis:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Farms, Factories, and Families: Italian
American Women of Connecticut will make you to always be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you
can know about anything. But some of you think which open or reading the book make you bored. It is far
from make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or ideal book with
you?

Maryanna Kuhns:

This Farms, Factories, and Families: Italian American Women of Connecticut is great guide for you because
the content which is full of information for you who all always deal with world and also have to make
decision every minute. This specific book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can
declare no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but hard core information with wonderful
delivering sentences. Having Farms, Factories, and Families: Italian American Women of Connecticut in
your hand like finding the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that
offer you world throughout ten or fifteen tiny right but this publication already do that. So , this is good
reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?

Ward Bishop:

Beside this Farms, Factories, and Families: Italian American Women of Connecticut in your phone, it may
give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you might
got here is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow town.
It is good thing to have Farms, Factories, and Families: Italian American Women of Connecticut because this
book offers for you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you do not get what it's facts
concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here
cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book
and also read it from currently!

Ila Petty:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source which filled
update of news. In this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?



Or just looking for the Farms, Factories, and Families: Italian American Women of Connecticut when you
desired it?
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