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At a time when some EU member states are attracting attention for the rise to power of illiberal, anti-
democratic political movements, this book’s analytical focus on ideas and identities helps explain why
institutional progress is not necessarily reflected in the formation of liberal, democratic publics. Starting
from the premise that citizens can only uphold the institutions of liberal democracy when they understand
and identify with the principles enshrined in them, the author applies normative public sphere theory to the
analysis of political discourse and everyday discussion in Serbia and Bulgaria. From this perspective, the
Serbian public sphere is observed to be more contested, pluralist and, at the margins, liberal than that of
Bulgaria. Considering that Bulgaria has been a full EU member since 2007 while Serbia remains stuck in the
waiting room, it is argued that democratic cultures are not shaped by elite-led drives to meet institutional
criteria but rather by the spread of ideas through politics, the media and the discussions of citizens. Moving
beyond the narrow focus on institutions that currently prevails in studies of democratization, this book
demonstrates the value of a more ethnographic and society-oriented approach.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Mendoza:

The book Cultures of Democracy in Serbia and Bulgaria: How Ideas Shape Publics (Southeast European
Studies) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave the great
thing like a book Cultures of Democracy in Serbia and Bulgaria: How Ideas Shape Publics (Southeast
European Studies)? A few of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that will book can
give many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer along with your book.
Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may give for each other; you are able to share all of these.
Book Cultures of Democracy in Serbia and Bulgaria: How Ideas Shape Publics (Southeast European Studies)
has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous
world by open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Jaclyn Utecht:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you
want to consider look for book, may be the guide untitled Cultures of Democracy in Serbia and Bulgaria:
How Ideas Shape Publics (Southeast European Studies) can be fine book to read. May be it might be best
activity to you.

Carlos Moses:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Cultures of Democracy in Serbia
and Bulgaria: How Ideas Shape Publics (Southeast European Studies) that give your entertainment
preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as
the means for people to know world far better then how they react towards the world. It can't be explained
constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to always be
success person. So , for all you who want to start examining as your good habit, you may pick Cultures of
Democracy in Serbia and Bulgaria: How Ideas Shape Publics (Southeast European Studies) become your
own personal starter.

Matthew Haley:

You could spend your free time to read this book this book. This Cultures of Democracy in Serbia and
Bulgaria: How Ideas Shape Publics (Southeast European Studies) is simple bringing you can read it in the
park, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have much space to bring the actual printed book, you



can buy the actual e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone.
So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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