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In 1963, as Betty Friedan's Feminine Mystique appeared and civil rights activists marched on Washington, a
separate but related social movement emerged among American Catholics, says Mary Henold. Thousands of
Catholic feminists--both lay women and women religious--marched, strategized, theologized, and prayed
together, building sisterhood and confronting sexism in the Roman Catholic Church. In the first history of
American Catholic feminism, Henold explores the movement from the 1960s through the early 1980s,
showing that although Catholic feminists had much in common with their sisters in the larger American
feminist movement, Catholic feminism was distinct and had not been simply imported from outside.

Catholic feminism grew from within the church, rooted in women's own experiences of Catholicism and
religious practice, Henold argues. She identifies the Second Vatican Council (1962-65), an inspiring but
overtly sexist event that enraged and exhilarated Catholic women in equal measure, as a catalyst of the
movement within the church. Catholic feminists regularly explained their feminism in terms of their
commitment to a gospel mandate for social justice, liberation, and radical equality. They considered
feminism to be a Christian principle.

Yet as Catholic feminists confronted sexism in the church and the world, Henold explains, they struggled to
integrate the two parts of their self-definition. Both Catholic culture and feminist culture indicated that such a
conjunction was unlikely, if not impossible. Henold demonstrates that efforts to reconcile faith and feminism
reveal both the complex nature of feminist consciousness and the creative potential of religious feminism.
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From reader reviews:

Lauren Marine:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. To be
sure that book is very important for all of us. The book Catholic and Feminist: The Surprising History of the
American Catholic Feminist Movement seemed to be making you to know about other expertise and of
course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The book Catholic and Feminist: The
Surprising History of the American Catholic Feminist Movement is not only giving you more new
information but also being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own personal spend
time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with all the book Catholic and Feminist: The Surprising
History of the American Catholic Feminist Movement. You never sense lose out for everything when you
read some books.

Ronnie Miller:

This Catholic and Feminist: The Surprising History of the American Catholic Feminist Movement are
reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Catholic
and Feminist: The Surprising History of the American Catholic Feminist Movement can be among the great
books you must have is giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed a person with
information that maybe will shock your earlier knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Catholic and
Feminist: The Surprising History of the American Catholic Feminist Movement forcing you to have an
enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we understand it
useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Craig Nazario:

The book untitled Catholic and Feminist: The Surprising History of the American Catholic Feminist
Movement contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy
technique. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to
read that. The book was authored by famous author. The author gives you in the new period of literary
works. It is easy to read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or program, so you can read
the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-
site in addition to order it. Have a nice learn.

Cassandra Sanderson:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This e-book Catholic and Feminist: The Surprising History of the
American Catholic Feminist Movement was filled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your



knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading any book. If
you know how big selling point of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like now,
many ways to get book you wanted.
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