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Adam Smith is popularly regarded as the ideological forefather of laissez-faire capitalism, while Rousseau is
seen as the passionate advocate of the life of virtue in small, harmonious communities and as a sharp critic of
the ills of commercial society. But, in fact, Smith had many of the same worries about commercial society
that Rousseau did and was strongly influenced by his critique.

In this first book-length comparative study of these leading eighteenth-century thinkers, Dennis Rasmussen
highlights Smith’s sympathy with Rousseau’s concerns and analyzes in depth the ways in which Smith
crafted his arguments to defend commercial society against these charges. These arguments, Rasmussen
emphasizes, were pragmatic in nature, not ideological: it was Smith’s view that, all things considered,
commercial society offered more benefits than the alternatives.

Just because of this pragmatic orientation, Smith’s approach can be useful to us in assessing the pros and
cons of commercial society today and thus contributes to a debate that is too much dominated by both
dogmatic critics and doctrinaire champions of our modern commercial society.
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From reader reviews:

Eloisa Hurd:

The book The Problems and Promise of Commercial Society: Adam Smith's Response to Rousseau gives
you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable more increase. Book
can to get your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can make
reading a book The Problems and Promise of Commercial Society: Adam Smith's Response to Rousseau to
be your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge
about a few or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like start and read a e-book The Problems
and Promise of Commercial Society: Adam Smith's Response to Rousseau. Kinds of book are a lot of. It
means that, science book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Harriet White:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you study a book
you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply because
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you
have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon. The The
Problems and Promise of Commercial Society: Adam Smith's Response to Rousseau will give you a new
experience in studying a book.

Christopher Gaul:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and soul
or real their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and
also can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your
case. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Problems and Promise of Commercial Society: Adam
Smith's Response to Rousseau can make you really feel more interested to read.

Lynn Lambert:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of
news. In this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the The Problems and Promise of Commercial Society: Adam Smith's Response to Rousseau



when you necessary it?
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