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“Taylor’s endeavor is not to explain the life by the novel or the novel by the life but to show how different
events, different emotional upheavals, fired Proust’s imagination and, albeit sometimes completely
transformed, appeared in his work. The result is a very subtle, thought-provoking book.”—Anka Muhlstein,
author of Balzac’s Omelette and Monsieur Proust’s Library
 
Marcel Proust came into his own as a novelist comparatively late in life, yet only Shakespeare, Balzac,
Dickens, Tolstoy, and Dostoyevsky were his equals when it came to creating characters as memorably
human. As biographer Benjamin Taylor suggests, Proust was a literary lightweight before writing his
multivolume masterwork In Search of Lost Time, but following a series of momentous historical and
personal events, he became—against all expectations—one of the greatest writers of his, and indeed any, era.
 
This insightful, beautifully written biography examines Proust’s artistic struggles—the “search” of the
subtitle—and stunning metamorphosis in the context of his times. Taylor provides an in-depth study of the
author’s life while exploring how Proust’s personal correspondence and published works were greatly
informed by his mother’s Judaism, his homosexuality, and such dramatic events as the Dreyfus Affair and,
above all, World War I. As Taylor writes in his prologue, “Proust’s Search is the most encyclopedic of
novels, encompassing the essentials of human nature. . . . His account, running from the early years of the
Third Republic to the aftermath of World War I, becomes the inclusive story of all lives, a colossal mimesis.
To read the entire Search is to find oneself transfigured and victorious at journey’s end, at home in time and
in eternity too.”
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From reader reviews:

Kelly Cohn:

The book Proust: The Search (Jewish Lives) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make
your capable considerably more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting strain or having
big problem with your subject. If you can make studying a book Proust: The Search (Jewish Lives) to get
your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about
many or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open up and read a publication Proust: The
Search (Jewish Lives). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other
people. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Hazel Gannon:

This Proust: The Search (Jewish Lives) usually are reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why.
The reason why of this Proust: The Search (Jewish Lives) can be one of the great books you must have is
actually giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed anyone with information that
perhaps will shock your preceding knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place
and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Proust: The Search (Jewish
Lives) forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical
thinking that could it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Maria Lamotte:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Proust: The Search (Jewish
Lives), it is possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of
hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its called
reading friends.

Michael Hollinger:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Proust: The Search (Jewish Lives) publication
written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which might be understand by
anyone who read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing
skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still doubt Proust: The Search (Jewish Lives) as
good book not merely by the cover but also with the content. This is one book that can break don't determine
book by its protect, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your
looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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