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This is the first definitive account of Fruitlands, one of history’s most unsuccessful—but most
significant—utopian experiments. It was established in Massachusetts in 1843 by Bronson Alcott (whose
ten-year-old daughter Louisa May, future author of Little Women, was among the members) and an
Englishman called Charles Lane, under the watchful gaze of Emerson, Thoreau, and other New England
intellectuals.

Alcott and Lane developed their own version of the doctrine known as Transcendentalism, hoping to
transform society and redeem the environment through a strict regime of veganism and celibacy. But
physical suffering and emotional conflict—particularly between Lane and Alcott’s wife, Abigail—made the
community unsustainable.

Drawing on the letters and diaries of those involved, Richard Francis explores the relationship between the
complex philosophical beliefs held by Alcott, Lane, and their fellow idealists and their day-to-day lives. The
result is a vivid and often very funny narrative of their travails, demonstrating the dilemmas and conflicts
inherent to any utopian experiment and shedding light on a fascinating period of American history.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Smith:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high.
To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Fruitlands book as basic and
daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Lily Pawlak:

The event that you get from Fruitlands will be the more deep you searching the information that hide in the
words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Fruitlands
giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in certain way that can be
understood simply by anyone who read the item because the author of this book is well-known enough. This
book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go with you, both
in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this Fruitlands instantly.

William Stone:

This Fruitlands are generally reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The main reason of
this Fruitlands can be on the list of great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple
reading food but feed you with information that possibly will shock your previous knowledge. This book is
usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed people.
Beside that this Fruitlands forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving
you trial of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Angela Joseph:

Precisely why? Because this Fruitlands is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to
snap the item but latter it will surprise you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book next to it was
fantastic author who have write the book in such remarkable way makes the content within easier to
understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of benefits
than the other book get such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking technique. So , still
want to postpone having that book? If I were being you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.
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